Absa L’Atelier Competition

The L’Atelier season has arrived again - that time of year when young artists around the country vie for the coveted Absa L’Atelier Art Awards.

The Award comes with a R110 000 cash prize and a six-month sabbatical at the Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris, France, courtesy of financial services group Absa.  

A second prize is awarded  for the Most Promising Artist, with an income of less than R60 000 per annum, comprising a three-month sabbatical at the Cité, French language classes and nationwide touring exhibitions sponsored by the French Embassy, French Institute and the Alliance Française.

Both top prizes include airfares and free access to galleries and museums in Paris, giving young artists the opportunity to develop their talents and gain exposure to the international art community.

Regional judging is underway and about 100 works from the pool of entries will be selected as finalists.  The overall winner will be announced at a gala exhibition in Johannesburg on 23 July 2009. 

Four runner-ups will each pocket R25 000 and the top ten finalists will each receive a R2 000 bonus prize.

Members of the public can view the competition entries in each of the provinces at the following venues:
Bellville

The Arts Association of Bellville
Library Centre 

Carel van Aswegen Street
Tel:  021 918 2287

Exhibition:  18 March 2009 to 14 April 2009
Bloemfontein
Johannes Stegmann Art Gallery
Sasol Library Building, University Campus
University of the Free State
Tel: 051 401 2706

Exhibition:  12 March 2009 to 19 March 2009
Durban
artSPACE durban
3 Millar Road, Stamford Hill
Tel: 031 312 0793

Exhibition:  16 March 2009 to 28 March 2009 
 East London
The East London Fine Art Society,
Oxford Street
Tel: 043 722 4044

Exhibition:  19 March 2009 to 3 April 2009 

 

Johannesburg
Absa Gallery
Absa Towers North
161 Main Street
Tel: 011 350 5139/5793

Exhibition:  12 March 2009 to 20 March 2009
 

Port Elizabeth
NMMU (Previously Port Elizabeth Technikon) 

North Campus
Gordham Avenue, off University Way
Summerstrand
Tel: 041 504 3256 or 041 504 3247

 

Pretoria
Association of Arts Pretoria
173 Mackie Street

Nieuw Muckleneuk
Tel: 012 346 3110

Exhibition:  8 March 2009 to 18 March 2009

 

Thohoyandou
Thohoyandou Arts and Culture Centre
Attention: N K Malala
Tel: 015 962 7510 
Cell: 076 323 5211
Pieterburg/Polokwane

Polokwane Art Museum

Hans van Rensburg Street

Tel: 015 290 2177

The annual competition, now in its 24th year, is the longest running art competition in Africa.  Endorsed by the South African National Association for the Visual Arts (SANAVA), the Absa L’Atelier has become an essential landmark in the lives of young artists aged 21 – 35.

Says Cecile Loedolff, head of arts at Absa:  “The Absa L’Atelier competition has become a significant date in the calendar for young South African artists.  The exposure their work receives from the countrywide exhibitions is vital to their budding careers. It serves to introduce these new, relatively unknown artists to gallerists, art-buyers and to the general public.”

The L’Atelier has provided an important stepping stone to previous winners who have reached local and international fame, such as Karel Nel, Walter Oltmann, Clive van den Berg, Isaac Khanyile and Diane Victor and those who are on their way, like Colbert Mashile, Ryan Arenson, Brad Hammond, Billie Zangewa and Stefanus Rademeyer, to name a few. 

For more information about the competition, please contact:

Cecile Loedolff

Manager:  Absa Arts & Functions

011 350 5793

