SANAVA NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011
It gives me pleasure to report on the status and activities of the South African National Association for the Visual Arts (SANAVA), covering the period 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011.   The National Association, its autonomous branches and affiliated organisations pursued their set objectives as actively as possible with the means at their disposal.   
1.
Administrative matters
Membership remained fairly constant.   On 31 March 2011, SANAVA’s membership stood at 26 branches and 23 affiliated bodies country-wide, which included several prominent banks, highly respected tertiary institutions, galleries and museums, the Rembrandt Art Foundation and other organisations, as well as two affiliates in Maputo, Mozambique, where there is presently no National Association for the visual Arts.   
Accommodation - Thanks to an agreement with the University of Pretoria, SANAVA could conduct its day-to-day business from an office in the historical Anton van Wouw House, in Brooklyn, Pretoria.   Members of the public can be received there on the basis of an appointment that had been arranged beforehand.   At the same time, the accommodation in Bothongo Heights (formerly known as Old Mutual Centre) is being retained as a valuable storage facility for the Association’s art collection and archives.   However, we have been warned that although the accommodation is available on a rent-free basis, the lease may be terminated with one month’s notice.
Website  -  Nandi Hilliard, Manager of the Mackie Street Art Gallery of the Association of Arts Pretoria (tel 012-346 3100) continues to administer the Association’s website www. sanava.co.za.
Office administration  -  In the absence of funding that would allow SANAVA to  appoint a National Executive Officer at a reasonable salary on a sustainable basis, the Past National President, Anton Loubser, continues in an acting capacity also to attend to the day-to-day running of the Association’s business and financial operations.  My sincere thanks to Anton for doing a sterling job!
2.
Finances
The Reports submitted by the Honorary National Treasurer and the Association’s  Honorary Auditors, Messrs Griesel Nel and Associates, reflect a fairly stable image of SANAVA’s financial situation as at 31 March 2011.   It is important to note that a clear distinction is made between funds that are used for unavoidable day-to-day operational purposes and funds that are reserved for special projects.   In this regard please refer to the Report of the Honorary National Treasurer, and to the Auditors’ Report which is available for perusal.
Once more, on behalf of SANAVA, I wish to express the Association’s sincerest gratitude for the financial support received from the South African National Lotteries Distribution Trust Fund (Project ref 23429).   This enabled SANAVA to drive four specific programmes successfully.   Initially these funds were approved to be spent during 2008 and 2009.   As the funding had been received later than originally anticipated, approval was eventually obtained that it could be used till end October 2010.   There is still a balance available.   The NLDTF has been requested to consider whether SANAVA may be allowed to use the balance in the suspense account for a further extended period to cover the projects as originally envisaged, and whether a portion may be redirected, e.g. to fund local workshops and participation in exhibitions abroad.   
A request for financial support by the NLDTF, which should cover the funding of five programmes over the period 2010/2011, has not as yet been responded to, and is probably being pended subject to finalising the suspense account related to the 2008/2009 project.
Funding was received from the National Arts Council for the specific purpose of assisting financially struggling artists to be able to proceed for a working sojourn to the Cité Internationale des Arts, Paris.   We were able to assist four artists this way.

3.
International activities
Cité Internationale des Arts  -  SANAVA’s three fully equipped and rent-free art studios in the Cité remain a strong draw card.   As from January 2011, the monthly levy payable to the Cité Administration amounts to 395 Euro per single person and 505 Euro per couple.   During the year under review 18 artists could be favoured with a stay at the Cité, on average each for a two months’ stay.   This included Stephen Rosin and Bongumenzi Ngobese, winners of the 2009 Absa l’Atelier award, and the Gerard Sekoto Prize, offered by the French Embassy, Institut Français and Alliance Française in South Africa.   Artists who have been there before tend to return to the Cité.   
Due to the strong ongoing interest in being accommodated in the Cité, and in view of offering everyone an equitable opportunity to enjoy these facilities, we shall have to maintain the principle of allowing former residents the right of return only after a four years’ interval, unless a sudden vacancy should occur at an earlier stage.   It is important to remind SANAVA members that the facilities are only available for a working sojourn by established artists.   The Cité Administration is adamant that the studios should not merely serve as pieds à terre for individuals visiting Europe.

International Association of Art (IAA) -  In 2005, SANAVA renewed its membership of the IAA.   During 2010, Anton Loubser, as elected member of the IAA’s Executive Committee, attended two meetings of the Executive Committee in China to prepare for the 17th General Assembly of the IAA which was eventually scheduled to be held in Mexico in April 2011.   An important issue which the IAA had been dealing with over a number of years, especially in discussions with UNESCO, relates to establishing a museum card ‘in association with UNESCO’.   This should allow professional artists who are members of national associations being members of the IAA to request access, free of charge or at a reduced entrance fee, to art museums, galleries and similar bodies in any country that is a member of UNESCO. 

Other international events  -  An important event that called to be celebrated during 2010, was the commemoration of the arrival of an Indian community on South African shores 150 years ago.   SANAVA entered into a partnership with the Centre for Exposition of World Art and Culture (CEWAC) in Hyderabad, India to celebrate that time in history.   South African and Indian art exhibitions were exchanged and artists from both ends visited Hyderabad and Pretoria.
Various international exhibitions were held which included foreign participants (especially from neighbouring African countries).   Assistance was rendered to an exhibition in the Ditsong Museum, Pretoria of work by 50 Korean artists from the Jeonbuk Province of Korea.   

Relations with the Chinese Embassy were strengthened when discussions were initiated, in view of hosting four Chinese State exhibitions, to be displayed country-wide in South Africa during 2011 and 2012.
National activities  -  SANAVA is proud to learn about the various initiatives taken, and activities driven by its autonomous branches and affiliates.   Annual events such as the Absa l’Atelier competition, which celebrated its 25th anniversary last year, and two major competitions managed to a great extent by the Association of Arts Pretoria, being the PPC Young Concrete Sculptor Awards competition, sponsored by PPC, and the SASOL New Signatures competition, sponsored by SASOL and show-cased in the Pretoria Art Museum, have become highlights on the South African arts calendar.   Thanks to a couple of new sponsors, and being hosted by Art.B Bellville, the Vuleka competition also survived.   
During the past year, we were sad to take leave of two staunch supporters of the visual arts who after many years retired from their posts: Cecile Loedolff, Curator of the Absa Art Gallery and driving force of the Absa l’Atelier competition, as well as Maxie Oosthuizen, long-time, ever faithful and helpful Gallery Coordinator of Art.B Gallery Bellville.   
There were, of course, numerous other competitions and events, organised mainly as encouragement and to promote the development of artists, which were held by branches and affiliates, frequently faced by rigid financial parameters and with limited personnel, but blessed with lots of enthusiasm.   A special word of appreciation is due to our academic institutions, those members responsible for the training of great South African artists of the future.   We salute all those who contributed in their own particular way to the promotion of the visual arts during the past year.   
A very special word of thanks go to those corporate bodies which, through their membership of SANAVA and sponsorship of the visual arts, do so much for the development and sustainability of a vibrant visual arts culture in our country.   In this regard, SANAVA pays special tribute to the South African National Lotteries Distribution Trust, the National Arts Council, ABSA, the Development Bank of Southern Africa and BASA and various individuals who continue to devote time, efforts and funding to the promotion of the arts.

Conclusion  -  We thank our Auditors, Messrs Griesel Nel at Centurion, in particular Mr Jan Nel, for the excellent auditing services and financial advice rendered to SANAVA over many years.   I have been requested by Anton Loubser, who has been involved with the day to day administration of the Association since February 2004, to put on record his profound gratitude and appreciation for the assistance he continues to receive from branches and affiliates, and especially from the Association of Arts Pretoria (his nearest port of call), Dr Piet Muller, its Chairman; Pieter W van Heerden, Director of the Mackie Street Gallery; Nandi Hilliard, Gallery Manager; and the two tea ladies, Connie and Dora.   With the sustained support of all these persons and bodies the South African National Association for the Visual Arts will continue to promote the visual arts as an essential element in the spiritual fabric of South African society.

Kind regards.

(Mrs) Dirkie Offringa

National President

31 March 2011            
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