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“What distinguishes a great artist from a weak one is first their sensibility and tenderness; second, their imagination, and third, their industry.” -- John Ruskin.
PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Happy 2011 everyone!!

For those SASA members living in the Western Cape, we’ve certainly heralded in the New Year with a really warm welcome! It is that time of year when temperatures soar, and no one feels like doing anything much, so my thoughts lately have been with those of our members working hard towards the fast approaching Merit Exhibition, industriously producing five new works each. You certainly have had to work through a busy and exhausting time, but I am sure that the resultant new body of work which each artist has produced will be well worth the sweat and toil. I am excited to see what has come off your easels and am looking forward to the opening of our first Friday evening exhibition, as Dale Elliott has honoured us by agreeing to open the Merit exhibition this year. 

Last year ended on a busy note, with the council learning that our beloved Athenaeum had, at a late stage in the SASA Annual calendar, attracted an outside corporate tenant willing to rent the premises when not in use by the member societies. This will hopefully result in much-needed revenue to upgrade the building and make necessary alterations, but did, however, mean extra work for the Council. SASA assisted with some of the legal matters in attempting to secure our rights as a member society of the Athenaeum Trust, by procuring the services of a property lawyer who contributed some very valuable insights and recommendations which, through a consultation process, were ultimately incorporated into the lease agreement. The Athenaeum Trust Board worked very hard through several drafts to finalise the agreement, for which we extend our thanks and gratitude. 

The year ahead awaits, full of promise, for us to shape and organise for maximum benefit to our members. Please do take note of events and meetings announced in our monthly newsletters, and make use of as many of these opportunities as possible; designed to advance our art, allowing us to socialise with other artists, share ideas and to produce inspired work.

We kick off at our January Monthly Meeting with an excellent illustrated talk by Desmond Colborne, on an artistic pilgrimage along the river Seine. Do come along, and reconnect with friends and your art, as we learn more about Monet and other artists. This will be followed by our February monthly meeting: our AGM and Annual Drawing Competition. This meeting is always well attended, as each year the opportunity arises for new members to join our Council, as other members step down. If you possess any particular skill which may be useful to the smooth running of this society, such as organisational, computer literacy or photography, or wish to be of assistance in some other area, do please think about joining the council and speak to a council member before the AGM, for possible nomination. My term of office has run its course and I shall be stepping down as president at this meeting. Jessica Brown has also resigned, as she is returning to Michaelis to read her Masters degree in Fine Art, as a full time student this year. This opens up several positions to be filled by interested members, as portfolios are altered. Change breathes new life into a society, and we look forward to new leadership and dynamics.    

Lynn Brown
CHANGE IN NEWSLETTER FORMAT: ADVANCE NOTICE

As mentioned in our November 2010 newsletter, commencing March 2011, SASA will be making the newsletter available in portable document format (pdf) only. This is the open standard for the exchange of documents, as it represents the fixed layout of information. This format requires the use of software such as Adobe Acrobat Reader, which can be downloaded for free from http://get.adobe.com/uk/reader/ 
MEMBER NEWS

A warm welcome to this month’s new members! 

Lindy Aronowitz 

Robert Costa, 

Shirley Howells 

Kenneth McGillivray
 
Maryna Pretorius 
Sheryll Steyn 

Ali van Jaarsveld 

Pam van Rhyn  

Jeany Veasey

     Lucy Cobern                          Welcome back to Denise Evans!

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

SASA Monthly Meetings are held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands, on the last Thursday of every month at 19h00. Entry is R10 for members and R20 for guests, including refreshments. The library will be open to members from 18h00 to 18h45, before meetings. 

Thursday the 27th of January 2011 at 19h00: Illustrated talk by Desmond Colborne:

“Celebrating the Seine: an artistic pilgrimage along the river with Monet and other artists”
The river Seine, flowing through the heart of Paris, has played a crucial role in French history and cultural life; few rivers have inspired more artists. This lecture will “go with the flow”, along “the river of light”; riverscapes and cityscapes, bridges and buildings, fields and flowers. All this diversity was reflected in countless pictures, particularly by the Impressionists. The main emphasis will be on Monet (sometimes described as the Seine’s biographer), whose work was featured in Paris in a blockbuster exhibition recently, making him more talked about than ever.

France has been second home for Desmond Colborne for most of his life. He has lived different lives there: tour escort, teacher, and for 30 years, as Paris director of the business leadership organisation, the South Africa Foundation. He has lived in a wide range of Parisian quartiers and lectured on France in SA for many years, at UCT Summer school and elsewhere, covering a range of subjects, but particularly in art history. He is the author of a book on South Africa and redesigned the Rhodes Cottage Museum. He studied at Rhodes University and Oxford, where he was a Rhodes Scholar.

Thursday the 24th of February 2011 at 19h00: SASA’s AGM and Drawing Competition

Several of our Council members will be stepping down this year, so we invite any interested members to consider making themselves available to join the Council. If you are interested, please approach a Council member in order to be considered for nomination on the evening.

The Annual SASA Drawing Competition will follow the Annual General Meeting (AGM). The theme for this competition is “One Fell Swoop”, and participating artists should be inspired by this theme, although the phrase may be interpreted in any way you choose.

Rules for the Drawing Competition: (Please read carefully, to avoid disappointment)
· All works should be new, recent works that are appropriate to the theme. 

· There will only be one category for entries, with prizes awarded to the top three chosen works.

· Only members present on the evening are eligible to vote.

· All paid-up members present on the evening are allowed to submit one entry.  

· Please ensure that your work is suitably mounted, or, if presented in a sketchbook, please provide bulldog clips to open the book to the appropriate page and a firm support in order to prop up the page for viewing.

· The competition is a monochrome (Single-colour) drawing competition. Therefore, only drawing techniques are permitted, using one drawing medium in any one colour. For example, charcoal on paper or support (an unpainted surface). Other drawing media may be used, such as: pencil, graphite, conté or pen.

· No work containing brushwork or solvents will be allowed. (For example, watercolours or pastel diluted with turpentine are not permitted.)

· Work may not be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Printmaking is ineligible in this competition, although the preparatory sketches on which it is based are welcome.
· Please observe the spirit of the competition and abide by the above guidelines
· Please remember when working from source material (such as photographs), that these must be your own, or those to which you own the copyright by express written permission. Images from magazines, newspapers and other artists’ work are automatically protected by intellectual property law and are subject to copyright protection.
Our standard copyright rules apply, and if in doubt please contact Linda Howe-Ely for clarity.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction. 
Please take note of this now, so as not to be disappointed on the evening.
LIBRARY NEWS

Please return all library items at the January monthly meeting. Stocktaking will take place in February; and items may only be taken out again at our monthly meeting at the end of February. 

 
Please remember that fines have increased from January 2011 for overdue items. DVDs now incur a fine of R15 each, videos R10 each and books and magazines R5 each.  Also, PLEASE remember that library cards can only be issued once your membership for 2011 has been paid.  Library cards will routinely also only be issued to those members who used the library last year, unless specifically requested.  Hopefully, by the end of 2011, we will have a computerised system in place which will negate the need for paper cards.  A very big thank you to all of those members who donated items to the library.  We've had some wonderful 'gifts' this year which have added to our comprehensive range of books and DVDs.  Also to Gus Kennedy of the Italian Art Shop, a big thank you for the donation of a whole pile of Pastel Artist magazines. 

For library queries or renewals please contact Liz Pearson (021) 671 8941, e-mail lizp@iafrica.com. 

EXHIBITIONS

SASA EXHIBITIONS

Merit Exhibition

All artists who achieved a total score of 24 or above on Selection Day for our Annual Exhibition last year have been invited to take part in SASA’s 2011 Merit Exhibition, which will take place at the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch, from Friday the 28th of January at 18h30 to Sunday the 6th of February at 17h30.  The exhibition will be opened by Dale Elliott, the well-known artist and teacher.

We encourage all of our members to support their colleagues at this ‘first–time–ever’ opening of a SASA exhibition at Kirstenbosch in the evening, either as a destined visit, on their way home from work or en route wherever. Bring along interested patrons of the arts, collectors, buyers and friends. It will be well worth the visit.

All participating Merit Artists wishing to have a poster of their artwork considered for advertising of the exhibition in the Kirstenbosch gardens please send a clear image of your work/s to Jessica Brown at jessicartist@gmail.com as soon as possible. The image must necessarily be of high resolution, to allow it to be ‘blown up’ appropriately.  
Members’ Exhibition 

We have been allocated dates for our SASA Members’ Exhibition 2011. This exhibition will take place from the 28th of May to the 6th of June. All members are permitted to show their single best work, of their own selection, on this exhibition, and for each work sold, a replacement is permitted.  We encourage all members to start painting and be sure to enter!

EXHIBITIONS INVOLVING SASA MEMBERS

Minnie Gerber: Minnie Gerber and Dirkie Meyer have been exhibiting at the Rialto Gallery, 22 Mill Street, Strand, since the opening on 2 December.  This exhibition will remain on view until 31 January. For any enquiries, please contact Minnie Gerber at 082 415 5394 or email at jangerber1@telkomsa.net.

Les Artistes: "Les Artistes", a group of 11 professional artists, some of whom exhibit internationally, working in very different disciplines - are exhibiting together for the first time, having started out as a book club for artists just on a year ago. The varied media offered at this exhibition include paintings, prints and sculptures by Heather Auer, Pat Fenn, Margot Hattingh, Noeleen Kleve, Heidi Mouret, Pat Nicolson, Colleen Ross, Christine Scheid and Teresa Jo Wessels, as well as ceramics by Toni Burton, director of Zizamele Ceramics and jewellery by Jane McIlleron.  The exhibition will be open until the 27th of January at the Artvark Gallery, Main Road, Kalk Bay.

CAS: The Constantiaberg Art Society will be holding an exhibition of their members’ work at the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch from 17 – 26 January.

OTHER EXHIBITIONS

Children’s Art Centre: The Children’s Art Centre, Cambridge St, Zonnebloem Estate, where member Leonie Twine teaches, is displaying its Annual Exhibition of artwork produced by its learners in 2010. The exhibition will be open from the 17th to the 31st of January. For more information, please call Leonie on 021 465 3140, or e-mail childrensartcentre@telkomsa.net
OUTINGS

Please bring your own lunch, tea, easel, chair, sunhat, etc. No dogs, please!
Members who may live in flats or don’t get the opportunity to paint outdoors much, do make use of these organised outdoor painting opportunities and join us in painting and drawing in a safe environment. 

     Saturday, the 29th of January from 09h00 -  15h00:  Groot Constantia

Members please meet behind Groot Constantia Manor House, in the duck pond area. This is an open venue, but please do not sit to sketch or eat on the front ‘stoep’ of the manor house, and no picnics are permitted on the front lawn. Endless views are to be had in all directions, and much more! Please park in the parking lot behind the cellar, next to Simon's restaurant.
Convenor: Liz Kantor, tel 021 555 0870 or mobile 083 703 3759.

Thursday, the 3rd of February from 09h30 - 13h00 :  78 Zwaanswyk Road, Tokai 
 A SASA member, Ingrid McMahon, has kindly offered us the use of her property – a beautiful farm on  Zwaanswyk Road, Tokai, as an outdoor painting venue. It boasts a red barn, horses, beautiful gardens with mountain views and lovely shady spots.  Ingrid is very happy to accommodate artists who may wish to bring lunch along and stay on after 13h00.

Thank you, Ingrid, for giving our members this wonderful opportunity.
Directions: From Cape Town travel on the M3 toward Muizenburg. Exit at the Tokai turnoff. Turn right and travel down Tokai Road, straight through the circle, passing the Steenberg Golf Estate on your left, then fork left up Zwaanswyk Road (signposted to Zwaanswyk, Porter Estate). This road forks; keep left and the house is 100 metres or so further, on the right hand side.
      Convenor: Helen van Stolk: helenvstolk@gmail.com or 082 785 7288.

REQUESTS/OPPORTUNITIES

Member Katherine Dover has passed on a request from SWAT, an organisation involved with creative reading, writing and crafts programmes with children from the townships near Marina Da Gama and Masipumelele.  They are looking for help with materials, stationery, paints, brushes and paper or even good ideas! (Katherine passed on her student quality watercolours to them, and they were absolutely thrilled!)  They do employ an art teacher, so anything offered is put to proper use. If any member has disused materials tucked away which might be of use, do think of passing them on.  

The contact person is Fatima Damon on 078 463 4236 / 021 7015631 (who is very happy to arrange to collect any items.)

 
RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS:

It’s that time of year again! Please note that subscriptions for 2011 are due on the 1st of January 2011. Subscriptions have increased to R220 per annum / per member, whilst country membership and full-time students (25 years or younger) will pay R140 per annum. If you wish to take part in any of the SASA competitions or exhibitions this year, such as the Drawing Competition or Merit Exhibition, which occur very early on in the year, this is a friendly reminder that you must be fully paid-up to do so!  We would appreciate it if all members could pay their subs timeously, and would be grateful if you would inform us if you do not intend to renew your membership for 2011. See payment information below:

PAYMENTS TO SASA:

Cheques must be made to the SA Society of Artists and posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into the S A Society of Artists Cheque A/C, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 108809. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) E-mail: hoags@mweb.co.za. Please notify Mike of your name, phone number and the nature of your payment.

“My contribution to the world is my ability to draw. I will draw as much as I can for as many people as I can for as long as I can. Drawing is still basically the same as it has been since prehistoric times. It brings together man and the world. It lives through magic.” 
-Keith Haring
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The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

info@italianartshop.co.za
Tel 021 685 1877

3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town
www.italianartshop.co.za
‘Mail order’ our speciality: R21.50 postage, irrespective of size of order.
	 Do you paint on large canvases, or paint in thick layers?

Classico oils come in 500ml tins, making it very affordable for artists who use a lot of paint. The tins sell for R310.00 each, which means that you are paying: 

R22.94 per 37ml &

R37.20 per 60ml
Remember that Classico oils contain real cadmium reds and yellows, not hues. They do not contain waxes or fillers, only pigment and oil.

GREAT DEAL!!
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President: Lynn Brown


Email: lynnbrown@mweb.co.za


�HYPERLINK "http://www.sasa-artists.co.za"�www.sasa-artists.co.za� 











Patrons: Alice Goldin, Sam Nhlengethwa, Conrad Theys











Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@vitalitybroadband.co.za    





Treasurer:  9.00am – 4.30pm


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF:





January 2011:		                	SASA subs due! Details in Newsletter


Thursday 20th January at 09h30:	Council Meeting: Athenaeum


Thursday 27th January at 19h00:	January Monthly Meeting: Talk on the Seine by Desmond Colborne


Thursday 27th January:                            	Hanging Day, Merit Exhibition


Thursday 03rd February from 09h30:	Outdoor painting invitation to farm: Zwaanswyk Road, Tokai 


Friday 28th January at 18h30:		Opening of SASA’s Merit Exhibition: 


Please note: This is our first ever Evening Opening!


Saturday 29th January from 09h00	Outdoor painting invitation to Groot Constantia	


Sunday 06th February at 17h30:             	Closing of SASA’s Merit Exhibition


Thursday 24th February at 19h00:	February Monthly Meeting: SASA AGM and Drawing Competition


Wednesday 01st – Monday 06th June:	SASA Members’ Exhibition














SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY of  ARTISTS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





Notice is hereby given that the 108th Annual General Meeting of the South African Society of Artists will take place at the Athenaeum, Newlands, on Thursday 24thth February 2011 at 19h00, for the adoption of the Annual Report and financial statements, the election of Council Members and the transaction of general business.
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