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“A drawing started tentatively rarely gains vitality later, while the bold statement, however preposterous, possesses both conviction and flavour.” 

20th-Century Illustrator, Robert Fawcett
 
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

May I wish all our members a happy 2009 and may the things you love fill your days this coming year. As we turn to a clean page and approach this New Year, I wish that we could all fill this year’s sketchbook of life with creativity and productivity, drawn from our love of art.

On re-reading Creativity for Life by Eric Maisel (a positive and encouraging book on practical advice for artists, which I can heartily recommend), I discovered that Vincent van Gogh, after retiring as a preacher, knowing he lacked the drawing skills necessary to paint at the level to which he aspired, nonetheless embarked on his new life as a painter. However, he determined to spend the next two years of his life teaching himself to draw. I was amazed by this self-awareness and his acceptance of lack of ability, as well as the determination and wisdom he showed by tackling his ‘weakness’ head-on.

Each year, I make a vow to start a new sketchbook and sketch more frequently (secretly confident that it will be everyday!) Yet, after a very short space of time, I look back and can’t even remember when last I opened it! My manic desire to paint, paint, paint takes over; but when I do study my painted work, I can clearly see that my basic lack of drawing practise is always the painting’s downfall. Problems of proportion and lack of constant practice in drawing skills, including problem-solving, are all sadly evident in the finished work!

We have the wonderful opportunity of an organised drawing competition coming up at our Monthly Meeting at the end of February. I am going to make a determined effort, as I hope we all will, to put pencil to paper and attempt something new for the competition. There will be a title to the competition, and I am looking forward to seeing the variety we can all come up with, under the same inspiration. Please don’t hold back! This is an opportunity to participate, and perhaps set yourself on a renewed discovery of the joys of drawing, the cornerstone to all fine art disciplines.

We have a host of excellent meetings planned for the year ahead, and I encourage all of our members to attend. In January, we are very privileged to have Virginia MacKenny present a talk on Contemporary Painting. Virginia is the Head Painting Lecturer at Michaelis School of Fine Art, UCT and recently honoured us with a wonderful opening address at the Annual Exhibition 2008. Although many of us are removed from Contemporary art practice, most of our members (as Virginia observed) seem to be painters, and so this introduction on what is going on in contemporary painting is hardly irrelevant! Virginia’s engaging style of speaking is sure to encourage us to look broadly at the concerns of our own art-making and perhaps motivate us to become a little more interested in what is going on elsewhere.

Please, bring along your friends, and let’s give her a warm SASA welcome!

Happy drawing, and see you there!

Lynn Brown

NEW MEMBERS AND NEWS

The society would like to welcome the following new members: 

Ian Crook

Galiema Dalvie

Brett Grindlay

Annick Hambleton

Andy Hoyle

Dianne Klein

Roslyn Matthee

Mary Papas

Colleen Ross

Vicky Stephens

Frederike Stokhuyzen

Rosemary van de Vyver

Wendy van Gysen

Angela Wain

Eugene Wicht 

Christopher Zinner           

Welcome back to John Martin and Claudia Treagus

Brian Lucas, who is one of our library helpers, is recuperating from a recent operation. We wish him a successful recovery and hope to see him at a meeting soon.

OPPORTUNITIES AND NOTICES

Social Art Group: We are looking for another five artists to join our art group. We meet on a Friday morning at the Frank Joubert Art School in Newlands. The fee for hiring the room is shared between the participating artists, approx R120 per person, per term. The group provides an encouraging and social setting for artists. If you are interested in joining, please contact Liz (082 658 5533 & 021 671 8941) or Carol (073 203 2263 & 021 674 1346).

SANAVA Website: The new website, www.sanava.co.za is operational and is run by Nandi Hilliard, Gallery Manager of the Association of Arts Pretoria (012 346 3100). 

ART TEACHERS: SASA receives many requests from members and the public for the names of good art teachers, and we would like to compile a comprehensive database of recommended teachers. Please would members forward the names and details of reputable teachers, including any relevant information on mediums taught, level of teaching, as well as their contact details, to Linda Howe-Ely. 

EXHIBITIONS FEATURING SASA MEMBERS

Montebello Container Exhibition: Margie Johnson, Heather Selby, Elizabeth Pearson, Carol Hadfield and Ilona Apel will be holding an exhibition of their work at the Art Box at Montebello, Newlands Avenue, from Monday the19th to Saturday the 31st January 2009. They would love to see you there, so please feel welcome to visit! For further information, contact Liz (021 671 8941) or (Carol 021 674 1346).

Cape Gallery: Nola Muller’s solo exhibition at the Cape Gallery will be opened by Natalie Hirschman on Sunday the 1st of February at 4.30pm, and runs until Saturday, the 21st of February. Nola would like to invite members to a walk-about of the exhibition on Tuesday the 10th, at 11.00 am.

Kirstenbosch Gardens: An Art Portfolio exhibition, featuring many SASA members, will be on at the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch, from the 17th until the 25th of January, and is open from 10am each day.

Artists of the South are holding an exhibition at the Simon’s Town Library from 9 to 11 January. They invite you to join them for wine and snacks at 12 noon on Saturday 10 January. Regular artists are Loretta Carter, Ann Buckby, Pauline Fine, Estelle Byrne, Judy Wheeler, Peter Jander and Annemarie Renaud. Guest artists are Fula Paxinos, Pam Cox, Claire Ross, Clive Tyler and Joy Rose Innes. Their next exhibition will be from 13 to 15 February. Enquiries: Loretta 021 786 3887 or Pauline 082 831 1578.
SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 

Entry is R5 for members and R15 for guests, including tea. 

THURSDAY THE 29TH OF JANUARY, 7PM: 

Virginia MacKenny, Senior Lecturer in painting at Michaelis School of Fine Art, UCT, will be presenting a fascinating talk on contemporary painting in the South African art world. Not to be missed!
The library will be open from 6.00 till 6.45pm. Library queries and renewals: Angela van Rensburg (021 782 5665 or angelavr@icon.co.za) or Jean Grapes (021 686 9372). Please note: Members are welcome to return an item through another member and collect their library cards from the librarians at the next meeting they attend.

THURSDAY THE 26TH OF FEBRUARY, 7PM: 

The SASA Annual General Meeting will commence the evening’s programme at 7pm. 

Several of our present Council members are stepping down this year, and so we invite any interested members to consider making themselves available to join the Council. If you are interested, please approach a Council member in order to be considered for nomination on the evening.

The Annual SASA Drawing Competition will follow the AGM. Please note that the rules have necessarily had to be improved since last year, in order to avoid confusion and to emphasise drawing. 

The theme for this competition is “Flight of Fancy”, and participating artists should be inspired by this theme, although interpreted in any way you choose.

· All works should be new, recent works that are appropriate to the theme. 
· There shall only be one category for entries, with prizes awarded to the top three chosen works.
· Only members present on the evening are eligible to vote for the best drawings.

· All fully paid-up members present on the evening may submit work, one entry only.  

· Works must be suitably mounted. If work is presented in a sketchbook, please provide bulldog clips to open the book to the appropriate page.

· The competition is a monochrome (Single-colour) drawing competition. Therefore, only drawing techniques are permitted, using one drawing medium in any one colour. For example, charcoal on paper or support (An unpainted surface). Other drawing media may be used, such as either pencil, graphite, conte’ or pen.

· No work containing brushwork or solvents will be allowed. (For example watercolours or pastel diluted with turpentine.)

· Printmaking is ineligible in this competition, although the preparatory sketches on which it is based are welcome.
· Please observe the spirit of the competition and abide by the above guidelines.
The library will be open from 6.00 till 6.45 p.m.
THURSDAY THE 5TH OF MARCH, 7PM: 

Extra Special Meeting: Bill McGill, Landscape Watercolour Demo. 

We are thrilled that Bill has agreed to give us a demo while he is in the Cape, visiting from Rustenburg. It promises to be a lively and entertaining evening. If Somerset West members, or others, would like to arrange sharing transport, please contact Linda, who will provide the numbers of members in your area.

SASA EXHIBITIONS

Merit Exhibition 2009.  This exhibition will open on 28 February and run until 8 March.

OUTINGS

All members welcome. No dogs allowed. Please bring your own lunch, tea, chair, easel, etc. If in doubt about the weather, please contact the convenor.

Tuesday 13th January: Commences 9am (No compulsory end-time), Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens

Meet at the Colonel Bird's Bath in the Dell (below the Cycad garden). Many members who attended the previous outing in November wished to return to this delightful spot! It is a cool and tranquil alcove, and there are plenty of benches and low walls to sit on near the bath, however some members may be more comfortable on a folding chair. As it is a Tuesday, South African pensioners gain free entry to the garden; otherwise the normal entrance fee applies. 

Convenor:  Patricia Fraser (021 683 2387 or 083 236 7933).

Saturday 31st January: Commences 9:30am (No compulsory end-time), Groot Constantia
Although this is an open venue, no sketching or eating on the front stoep of the manor house is permitted, and no picnics may take place on the front lawn. Meet at the duck pond between the manor house and the wine cellar. It should be cool in the shade beneath the trees, and there are beautiful panoramic views. The closest available parking is that next to Simon’s restaurant.

Convenor:  Patricia Fraser (021 683 2387 or 083 236 7933).
Tuesday 10 February: 9.30 till 3.00pm: Josephine Mill, Newlands

This lovely mil,l situated next to the Liesbeek River, is of great historic interest. We will be painting in the shade outside. There is available parking on the road beyond the mill, between the brewery and the Sports Science Institute. 

Convenor: Carol Hadfield (021 674 1346 or 073 203 2263).
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Please note that subs for 2009 were due on the 1st of January 2009! Subscription fees have increased this year by R15 to R180, however, our country members continue to pay R100.  

We would appreciate it if all members could pay their subs in good time, saving the society from unnecessary expense and considerable trouble in sending reminders, taking late-paying members off the mailing list and putting them back on again. Remember, if you wish to take part in the Drawing Competition or Merit Exhibition, you must be a fully paid-up member. Payment details are to be found in the box at the bottom of this page.
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Tel 021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage

irrespective

of size of order.
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

NEW ARRIVALS-

New additions to the 

Artisti oil range!

012 - Flake white (lead white) hue

091 - Chrome yellow light hue

092 - Chrome yellow lemon hue

094 - Chrome yellow deep hue

317 - Cobalt green deep
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage
 irrespective of size of order.



“Drawing should become an everyday part of what you do as an artist. You learn to draw by drawing, and repetition helps build conviction and confidence”

Robert Barrett from, ‘Life Drawing: how to portray the figure with accuracy and expression.’
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President:  Lynn Brown


Tel: 021 531 5664 lynnbrown@telkomsa.net


www.sasa-artists.co.za











Patrons: Alice Goldin, Sam Nhlengethwa, Conrad Theys








Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@discoverymail.co.za    





Treasurer


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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EVENTS IN BRIEF


Tuesday 13 January: Painting outing at Kirstenbosch


Council Meeting: 15 January


Thursday 29 January: Monthly meeting: Virginia MacKenny talk.


Saturday 31 January: Painting outing at Groot Constantia


Tuesday 10 February: Painting outing at Josephine Mill  


Thursday 26 February: AGM and Drawing Competition                                             Details of these events on page 3.


January 2009 – Subs Due!  R180 (see box on page 4 for payment details)                                                          








PAYMENTS TO SASA: Cheques should be made out to SA Society of Artists and, unless otherwise specified, posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 101109.


Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) email: hoags@mweb.co.za


N.B. Please remember to notify Mike of your name, phone number and the nature of your payment!  Subs for 2009 are R180.








         








SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY of ARTISTS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





Notice is hereby given that the 106th Annual General Meeting of the South African Society of Artists will take place at the Athenaeum, Newlands, on Thursday 26th February 2009 at 7.00pm, for the adoption of the Annual Report and financial statements, the election of Council members and the transaction of general business.
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