EXTRACTS FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT
1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010

It affords me pleasure to report on the status and activities of the South African National Association for the Visual Arts (SANAVA) during the period 1 April 2009 till 31 March 2010.   

SANAVA continued to promote the visual arts, both nationally and internationally, as well as the means at its disposal would permit.   The Association’s membership remained fairly constant, with some members being more active than others, probably due to local circumstances.   SANAVA pays tribute to the efforts and dedication of branches and affiliates in promoting the objectives, as reflected in the Constitution of the national body.   The administration of the Association was conducted in a conservative way within the parameters allowed by a stringent budget.   Projects were entered into and promoted on the basis of special funding obtained from sponsors, in particular the South African National Lotteries Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF).   

Administrative matters

Membership
At the end of March 2010, SANAVA’s membership included 27 autonomous branches and 22 affiliated organisations, 49 members countrywide.

Accommodation
While the Association still enjoys office space in Bothongo Heights (formerly known as the Old Mutual Centre), Andries Street, in the centre of Pretoria, this valuable office (situated in a rapidly deteriorating area) is now used as storage space to accommodate the Association’s art collection and archives.   In terms of a three year agreement with the University of Pretoria, SANAVA has an office in the historic Anton van Wouw Residence, where members of the public can be received on the basis of a pre-arranged appointment (tel/fax 012-460 5826).

Website
SANAVA’s website is administered by Nandi Hilliard, Manager of the Art Gallery of the Association of Arts Pretoria (tel/fax 012-346 3100).   Members are encouraged to alert her about matters which they would wish to be screened on the website.   

International activities

Cité Internationale des Arts
SANAVA’s three studios in the Cité are booked, or locally reserved till mid-2012.   During the year under review, seventeen artists were accommodated there, including James Webb (winner of the Absa l’Atelier award 2008), Retha Ferguson (winner of the Gerard Sekoto award 2008), and Nyaniso Lindi (winner of the Gerard Sekoto award 2009).

International Association of Art (IAA)
The South African Association of Arts, earlier name of SANAVA, was a signatory in 1951 when the IAA was created, but lost its membership during the apartheid era.   SANAVA was readmitted as member in September 2005.   It is important to be member of this international organisation with its head office in Paris.   It is the major world body serving UNESCO in the field of the visual arts.   The network of other member national associations provides a useful source of information regarding residencies, workshops, art competitions and exhibitions world-wide.   It would be useful for SANAVA members to note and to peruse the IAA website, http://aiap-iaa.org/index.html, where SANAVA enjoys a country page.

The President of the Chinese Association of Artists is currently the President of the IAA.   There are five World Regions.   I had the singular privilege in 2005 to be elected, together with the representative from Mauritius, as member of the Executive Committee, representing the Africa Region, and is expected to attend the preparatory meeting of the IAA’s Executive Committee in Beijing, and eventually in April 2011 the General Assembly in Mexico.
Other international events
On the basis of funding received from the NLDTF, 19 exhibitions and workshops with an international component could be hosted throughout South Africa, including a roving Chinese exhibition showcased in East London, Port Elizabeth, Knysna, Wellington and Cape Town, as well as a workshop related to Thailand in Pretoria, and exhibitions with participation by Mozambican, Zimbabwean, Namibian and Botswana artists hosted in Pretoria, Rustenburg, Potchefstroom, Bloemfontein, Nelspruit and Ermelo.   Two further important exhibitions are envisaged this year: an exhibition in Pretoria by artists from Hyderabad, India in commemoration of 150 years of Indian presence in South Africa, and a further exhibition in Pretoria which will include works by young upcoming artists from Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Nigeria. 

Domestic activities 

The 25th Absa l’Atelier competition, held during March 2010, was a great event, marked by exceptional artworks and a very special gala event in July 2010 which did more than justice to the standard of the works that had been submitted.   SANAVA is extremely proud of its association with the Absa Group of Banks, which proverbially over the years has put its money where its mouth is.   The overall winner of the Absa l’Atelier competition 2010 was Miss Ilka Jeanne van Schalkwyk (Pretoria).   The winner of the Gerard Sekoto award, kindly offered by the French Embassy, the Institut Français and the Alliance Française in South Africa, was Mr Bongomenzi Ngobese (Durban).   Mrs Gwen Miller of the Department of Art History, Visual Arts and Musicology of Unisa, acted as roving National Judge.   We thank the branches, galleries and judges at the 9 collection points for their dedication, commitment and sacrifices made in promoting an annual event which can contribute so much to the development of the artistic skills of our young artists.

As in the past, I again wish to thank all branches and affiliates for their own very special efforts in promoting the visual arts in their region, city and town.   SANAVA is not always aware of the details of specific efforts, but we realise that no branch or affiliate can function over a period unless there are individuals who are committed to instil content into those bodies and to drive it.   Special words of appreciation are due to autonomous branches attending to other major national competitions such as the Association of Arts Pretoria (responsible for organising the annual PPC Young Concrete Sculptor Awards competition sponsored by PPC, and the SASOL New Signatures competition  sponsored by SASOL and displayed in the Pretoria Art Museum;  as well as Art.B Bellville, responsible for hosting the Vuleka competition, in the past sponsored by SANLAM).   

I hesitate to mention any others for fear of omitting many who strive, frequently in silence and with modest means, to promote the visual arts.   Regular Newsletters assist in keeping head office abreast of what is happening elsewhere.   In this regard, in particular, I wish to thank the Association of Arts Pretoria, East London Fine Arts Society, Eastern Province Society of Arts & Crafts (Port Elizabeth),  Pretoria Art Museum and the South African Society of Artists (Cape Town), for their Newsletters.   Invitations received, also provide a clear picture of activities country-wide.

Development projects
SANAVA is profoundly grateful for the financial assistance granted by various benefactors which enables the National Association to promote one of the most important objectives as stipulated in its Constitution:  that of promoting the development of artists.   We realise that various branches are active in this regard, reaching out, not only to the underprivileged, but to members of the community of all ages who are interested in improving their visual arts skills.   We pay tribute to our affiliated academic institutions and teaching personnel, who frequently go beyond the prescripts of professional responsibilities in serving the community.   We thank branches, galleries and museums, their staff members and independent educational assistants (e.g. of the Pretoria Art Museum) who frequently sacrifice their own time and at their own cost to assist learners, street children, interested pupils in an extra-mural capacity and financially struggling parties  to improve their art-making skills.  

Conclusion
Personally, I wish to thank the Management Committee, National Council, Chairmen and members of branches and affiliated organisations with whom I had the great pleasure of collaborating, not only during the year under review, but during the past six years of my term as National President.   
In the absence of a supportive administrative structure at the SANAVA head office, I can hardly find words to express the full extent of my gratitude and appreciation, especially to the Association of Arts Pretoria, its Chairman Dr Piet Muller and Committee, Gallery Director Pieter van Heerden, and Gallery Manager Nandi Hilliard, for the sustained and unfailing support which I received from that end during my term of duty.   Not to forget Dirk Oegema and personnel of the Pretoria Art Museum!   From a practical point of view, the Gallery and Museum were the nearest ports of call whenever a crisis arose which demanded hands-on assistance.   Nor should I fail to pay tribute to the personnel of the Gallery, Connie and Dora (always ready with a cup of tea), and the loyal Security Officer, Ronald. 

Having reached the end of my second three-year term as National President, I shall step down with the knowledge and conviction that SANAVA as a NGO is constitutionally strong, based on a healthy network of autonomous branches and affiliated organisations which are driven by motivated members.   It is registered both as a non-profit and public benefit organisation.   As a member of the International Association of Art, SANAVA is well connected with the international visual arts community.   Although its financial situation has shown considerable improvement during the past six years, and is presently fairly sound, it is not strong in terms of long term expectations.   There is no reason to encourage complacency; rather well-considered and specially funded projects.   
Many thanks for the loyal and active support during my term as President.   I wish the National Association and the new Management Committee well for the task ahead. 

Sincerely

Anton Loubser

National President

28 August 2010
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