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SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE VISUAL ARTS 
(SANAVA)

WEB NEWSLETTER 6 OF 2011

Dear art lover,

1
INTERVIEW WITH GORDON FROUD
We are indeed privileged and very happy to have had the opportunity of interviewing Gordon Froud.  Gordon is an artist, a curator, an art teacher and an art collector. He is also a household name in the Johannesburg/Pretoria art circles and a world citizen. Here is the interview conducted with this most engaging artist.
Gordon, please tell us something about your artistic career
I have been actively involved in the art world since 1982 - nearly 30 years now. I have studied for 3 degrees and will probably read for a Phd next year.  Art is my passion as educator, artist and collector.

 
What are your likes and dislikes as far as the visual arts are concerned?
I like engaging work that questions me as a viewer. I am not biased toward any particular style or medium, but am excited by technically well made work that is conceptually intriguing. 

Many of us are sometimes perplexed when it comes to appreciate and understand installation, video and performance art.  Please help us!

Trends and fashions in art change and are in constant flux. What is cutting edge today may be old hat tomorrow. In the art world, less direct object - based art (Painting, sculpture and printmaking) has had interruptions of periods of intervention that have been fashionable. In this way installation and performance art (which have been around since the 1920's in DADA and Surrealism) have made major inroads into the way that we look at the world around us. These are often more thought provoking and less easy to understand or indeed dismiss than a work of art on the wall. In a post-modern milieu such as that in which we live, there is room for whatever mode of expression an artist chooses to use. A performance may live easily alongside a sculpture or painting in the museum of contemporary art, it is in fact viewers that need to shift their paradigm to be able to see the value of the work. It may not be to one's personal taste, but ignoring or dismissing it out of hand shows the ignorance and intolerance of the viewer. 
I am not a huge fan of much work in these media as I often find it indulgent and not of great relevance to myself (and why should it be?), but I am moved beyond speech at the oil installation 20/20 by Richard Wilson, that mirror-reflects an entire room on the surface of oil in a container that spans the room wall to wall. Or indeed the Angels of the Millennium by Video artist Bill Viola that depicts in extreme slow motion, figures plunging into water as seen from under the surface: moving, emotional, disquieting and as sublimely beautiful as a Turner vortex landscape.

 

What is your opinion and what are your ideas about the present art scene in South Africa?

We are very privileged to have a rich culture of art-making in South Africa. We have always had to struggle for our art and the fact that there is much socially and politically to respond to, makes our tapestry extremely rich. We have very fine art schools and universities that promote intelligent art making and appreciation. As a measure of the greatness of where we are internationally, we need only look at William Kentridge (considered to be in the top 5 of the most important living artists in the world) and Marlene Dumas, (the highest paid living female artist in the world on auction). In addition to these, many other artists are forging great names and reputations for themselves worldwide in the traditional and contemporary art worlds. We need only be aware of our artists to know how well received they are and how much value they bring to the culture of this country.

 

2
NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
Ann Bryant Art Gallery, East London
· Chanelle Staude is hosting her solo exhibition from Thursday the lst December to Saturday the 17th December in the Coach House, Ann Bryant Art Gallery.

· The Ann Bryant Art Gallery, New Acquisitions and Permanent 
Collections will be exhibited in the Main Gallery from the 7th December to the 3rd March 2012.
· The Friends of Ann Bryant DVD Series will be held in the Main Gallery on Wednesdays from 13h00 to 14h00, upstairs in the gallery.
· The ‘Tea in the Tress’ Craft Market will be held from 9am-2pm every Sunday on the Cintsa West corner. Contact Kate Bosazza on 072 611 2367.
· Outdoor and indoor sketching and painting is offered at Latimer’s Landing, on Tuesday 6th December 2011, resuming on Tuesday 2nd February 2012.  Contact Charles Coppin on 082 654 4415.
· For further information regarding the activities at the Ann Bryant Art Gallery go to www.annbryant.co.za or e-mail 
annbryant@intekom.co.za
Arts Association of Bellville
· The exam exhibition by the Unisa 2011 third year visual arts and multimedia students is being hosted by the Arts Association of Bellville from the 22nd November 2011 to the 12th January 2012.  Go to:  
www.artb.co.za or email info@artb.co.za.
Association of Arts Pretoria
· The exhibition ‘Nudes and other domestic disturbances’ was opened on the 25th November 2011 at the Association of Arts Pretoria, and runs until Wednesday the 14th December.  
Contact: www.artsassociationpta.co.za or e-mail to artspta@mweb.co.za.
· Angie Banks’ exhibition, “Watching on white” runs from 2 to 14 December 2011. 
3 ART NEWS

· Diane Victor is holding her solo exhibition ‘Ashes to ashes and smoke to dust’ at the University of Johannesburg Art Gallery.  The exhibition opened on the 16th November and will run until 25 January 2012.  E-mail aedempsey@uj.ac.za.

· Summer Exhibition: George 43 (a selection of South African art)  is being held at the Strydom Gallery, 79 Market Street, George from the 25th November onwards.  Contact: www.artaffair.co.za or Tel 044 874 4027.

4 SNIPPETS
The recent retrospective exhibition of 93 of Tretchikoff’s works at the Iziko South African National Gallery in Cape Town raised quite a few eyebrows and hackles.  But the fascinating part is that several of the models who sat for the artist between 50 and 60 years ago, also attended the exhibition.  Those who attended were Monika, who posed for the ‘Chinese Girl’; Barbara of ‘Barbara in the Bath’; Christel who posed for Nude in the Mink and Lisette who posed next to the painting of her which was done 61 years ago.  (Guiding Tretchikoff: Ramblings of a Volunteer Guide, by Wouter van Warmelo)
5
HOLIDAY GREETINGS

We at SANAVA wish everybody Happy Holidays and to our Christian friends and members we wish a Happy Xmas and a Peaceful New Year.

YVONNE BURNS

EDITOR
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